Abroad, and especially in France, it is very different. There
In short", an unusually large quan tity of blood is thrown into the vessels of the neck and orifice of the womb; fibrin and lymph are effused into the interstitial substance; and by these means the neck and orifice are hypertrophied, or enlarged and indurated. The vagina is also relaxed, and this contributes, the author argues, to the prolapsus which takes place. This abnormal laxity of the vagina may be the effect of the disease itself; the distension of the superior portion of the vagina diminishing its tense or contractile power. There is also, from increased afflux of blood to all the parts, and consequent leucorrhoea, much relaxation of the vagina.
This disease always gives rise to severe symptoms. This small performance contains a large amount of useful information.
The most useful part, however, is the therapeutic, or that on treatment. The value of the diagnostic portion also we willingly admit; but the general opinion will be, that the therapeutic is that in which the information of the author appears to greatest advantage.
The great remedy is cauterization of the parts by nitrate of silver, acid nitrate of mercury, or pure potass, potassa fusa, as he calls it, applied to the surface by suitable means, and after proper intervals. Next to this must be ranked the use of astringent injections, sulphate of zinc, alum, or acetate of lead.
We are pleased to see also that he recommends the use of de* pletion by means of leeches to the os uteri, from which Ave have observed much benefit proceed ; and we are no less pleased to see, that the censures the use of pessaries and similar mechanical agents.
Absolute rest and moderate diet with regulation of the bowels, must not be omitted.
In conclusion, the book deserves the attention of all who wish to understand the nature of the diseases considered.
